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A regular meeting of the City Council was held at City Hall on Tuesday, September 19, 2006

1.  CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Piper called the meeting to order.

2.  ROLL CALL

Council present: Mayor Larry Piper, Rodney Weems, Gary Coker, Rita McMillan, and
Larry Borders. Absent: Ken McConnell.

 
Also present: Tim Moss, City Manager;  Homer Toscano, Director of Public Works.

            and Charlie Stevenson, City Attorney. Absent: Gary Stroud, Police Chief.

3.  INVOCATION

Invocation was given.

4.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Pledge of allegiance was recited.

5  WELCOME OF VISITORS

Visitors present: Ron Greiner, Al Lindley, Andrew Acosta, Darrin Mayberry, Linda Diaz,
Charlotte Phillips, Samantha Norris, Aprile Marze, Larry Odom.

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Gary Coker made a motion to accept the minutes from August 15, 2006, Larry Borders
seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.  Rita McMillan made a motion to accept the
minutes from August 29, 2006 and September 5, 2006. Rodney Weems seconded. All in
favor; motion carried.

7.  APPROVAL OF BILLS

Rita McMillan made a  motion to pay the bills in the amount of $22,635.26.  Gary Coker
seconded the motion.  All were in favor; motion carried.

8.  FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Roger Barton gave the Fire Department report; of 11 calls.  Including 7 motor vehicle
accidents, 1 trailer fire, 1 life flight, and 2 fire alarms.  Roger also stated that this past
weekend as well as this weekend, there is a fire school in Angleton we are sending 4 fire
fighters. Tuition for this class was paid by grants.
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9.  OLD BUSINESS

A. Barry Mitchell/ Final Approval of Property Subdivision

Did not show.  Rodney Weems made a motion to table the final approval until we hear
from Vicki Mitchell. Larry Borders seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

10.  NEW BUSINESS

A. Adopt Tax Rate

Charlie Stevenson read the Ordinance to Adopt the Tax Rate.  Larry Borders made a
motion to Adopt the Tax Rate. Rodney Weems seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

B. Ron Greiner/ Issuance of the Certificates of Obligation: An Ordinance
Authorizing the Issuance of City of Sweeny, Texas Certificates of Obligation, Series
2006; Prescribing the Terms and Form Thereon; A Warding the Sale thereof;
Making Other Provisions Regarding Such Certificates, Including Use of the
Proceeds Thereof, and Matters incident Thereto 

Ron Greiner spoke on behalf of Government Capital.  Charlie Stevenson read the
Ordinance regarding the Certificate of Obligation. Rodney Weems made a motion to
accept the Ordinance as read by Charlie Stevenson, City Attorney. Rita McMillan
seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

C. Connect - CTY Service

Tim Moss spoke on behalf of CTY Service; they are a Reverse 911 type program.  There
is a $2.00 fee per household. You can call as many people as you wish, and maintenance
is included in the $2.00 per household fee. Our cost for the City would be approximately
$3,800. Rodney Weems made a motion to allow Tim Moss and other department heads to
review CTY Service, and if so chooses to sign a contract.  Larry Borders seconded.  All in
favor; motion carried.

D. Code Enforcement and Review

Discussion was made. No action item.

E. Interlocal Agreement with Brazoria County for 2007

Mayor Piper and Tim Moss spoke regarding the past Interlocal Agreements.  This is a
Agreement that is approved on a yearly basis.  Rita made a motion to approve the
Interlocal Agreement with Brazoria County for 2007.  Gary Coker seconded.  All in
favor; motion carried.
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F. Appoint H-GAC Representative

Larry Borders made a motion to keep Mayor Piper and Rita McMillan (Mayor Pro-Tem)
as member and alternate respectively as our H-GAC Representatives.  Rodney Weems
seconded. All in favor; motion carried.

G. Andrew Acosta/ Police Department

Andrew Acosta spoke on behalf of son.  No action was taken.

H. Weed and Rubbish Ordinance #136

Charlie Stevenson spoke and addressed the changes made to the Ordinance #136.
Rita McMillan made a motion to table Ordinance til October 17, 2006 meeting.  Larry
Borders seconded.  All in favor; motion passed.

I.  305 N. Orange/ Clean Property

Tim Moss spoke in regards to property.  Rita McMillan made a motion to declare 305 N.
Orange a nuisance area; and for the city to clean the property.  Larry Borders seconded. 
All in favor; motion passed.

J. Utility Rates Increase

Charlie Stevenson read the Ordinance regarding water and sewer rate changes.  Larry
Borders made a motion to approve the Ordinance as read.  Gary Coker seconded.  All in
favor; motion carried. Charlie Stevenson read the Ordinance regarding gas rate changes.   
Larry Borders made a motion to approve the Ordinance as read.  Rita McMillan
seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

K. Annexation

Mayor Piper spoke about the annexation of FM 524.  Rodney Weems made a motion to
have a workshop to get public input for Monday September 25, 2006 7:00 PM.  Gary
Coker seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

11.  Mayor, Council and Staff Reports

Mayor Piper: Mentioned an Ordinance regarding illegal immigration from the city of
Farmer’s Branch; they are asking other cities to adopt similar Ordinances.  Mayor also
stated that Tim Moss and our Public Works Department was cited for our notorious water
systems. Masonic Lodge October 6, 2006 is having a Rib-eyed steak dinner.
Rita McMillan: Sweeny United Chicken Fried Steak dinner was a success.
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Rodney Weems: Would like to have more research into the investigation portion of the
charter; and would also like Council to consider having someone from Brazoria County to
investigate as well.
Tim Moss: Stated that they put a new odorant into the gas systems on Monday. It smells
stronger that what we were using previously.  We had numerous calls today regarding gas
leaks, and most of them were not leaks after all.  Also, Gilbert Carbajal is retiring end of
this month; we will be having a celebration on Thurs. Sept. 28, 2006.  An ad has also
been placed in the sale of the land fill property; bids will be accepted til Oct. 9, 2006.  We
are proceeding with the sidewalks and parking for the Senior Citizens Center. Finally, we
have hired Dan Lee in the Public Works Department; and we are going to hire one more
employee.

12. Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:47PM.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS ____ DAY OF _____________, 2006.

_____________________________
Reatta Minshew, City Secretary
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