
A regular meeting of the City Council was held at City Hall on February 21, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Call to Order 
Mayor Pro-Tem Gary Coker called the meeting to order. 

 

2. Roll Call 
Council present: Gary Coker, Dale Lemon, Ray Bailey, James Wise. Mayor Kenneth Lott 

 and Linda Diaz were absent. 

 

Others present: Cindy King, City Manager; Tim Wells, Chief of Police, Charlie 

Stevenson, City Attorney; Homer Toscano, Director of Public Works and Wendell 

Becker, Utilities Superintendent. 

 

3. Invocation 

The invocation was given by Charlie Stevenson. 

 

4. Pledge of Allegiance 

  Pledge 

 

5. Presentation of Citizens: 

Marsha Tumlinson at 105 E. 1st Street, Sweeny, Texas, addressed the council about 

allowing chickens in the city limits. She would like an up or down vote to see if the 

citizens of Sweeny want to allow chickens or not.  Allen Jordan addressed the council 

and invited them to the Rice Belt Meeting.  

 

6. Consent Items 

A. Approval of Minutes: January 17, 2012 and February 10, 2012 

Dale Lemon made a motion to approve the minutes of January 17, 2012 and 

February 10, 2012.  James Wise seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

B. Approval of Bills - $30, 649.48 

Dale Lemon made a motion to approve the bills in the amount of $30,649.48. Ray 

Bailey seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

7. Public Hearings 

 None 

 

8. Fire Department Report 

 Allen Jordan gave the report. 

 

9. Old Business 

 A. Update of Water Wells  

Cindy addressed the council on Phase II on Water Well #1. We have the estimate 

from J & S Water Wells of $43,060.00 for the next step. Ray Bailey made a 

motion to accept the bid from J & S Water Wells for $43,060.00 Dale Lemon 

seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried. 



 

 B. Approve Solid Waste Contract with Waste Connections 

Johnny Smith with Waste Connections presented the new contract. Starting April 

1, 2012 each resident will receive a 95 gallon blue cart for their house hold 

garbage and a 95 gallon green cart for recyclables. Pick up will be once a week 

each Monday. Heavy Trash will stay the same, each Saturday and Monday.  Dale 

Lemon made a motion to approve the contract with Waste Connections. Ray 

Bailey seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

 C. Approve Amendment to Animal Ordinance to Allow Pot Belly Pigs 

Charlie Stevenson read the caption of the ordinance amending the animal control 

ordinance, section 95.10 of the code of ordinances to allow potbellied pigs in 

accordance with that section, in the city limits of the City of Sweeny.  Dale 

Lemon made a motion to approve the amendment. Ray Bailey seconded. All were 

in favor. Motion carried.  

 

 D. Surveillance Cameras 

Last month the council approved ESI to install surveillance cameras here at City 

Hall and the Library.  When ESI came to install the cameras we were informed 

that we would need a separate DVR for the cameras to the Library and we would 

need additional cameras to be able to see the whole back parking lot at City Hall. 

All of that would be at an additional cost.  Ray Bailey made a motion to resend 

last months motion to accept contract with ESI for $4,836.00 because they didn't 

meet the requirements we told them we wanted.  Dale Lemon seconded. All were 

in favor. Motion carried.  

 

 E. Park Land Ballot Proposition 

The council agreed to have a 3 person committee write the proposition for the 

Park Land to be put on the election ballot. The committee (Gary Coker, Francis 

Jammer and Kim Jurek) met and after much discussion decided to drop the idea, 

there was so much confusion we just decided to not put the Park Land on the 

ballot.  Dale Lemon made a motion to not place the Park Land Proposition on the 

May ballot.  James Wise seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

F. Walking Trail at Back Yard Park 

Cindy had a drawing in the council packets showing the walking trail, two 

parking lots and splash pad added to Back Yard Park. She has gave the drawing to 

Brazoria County and EDC in hopes they will help with funding.  Brazoria County 

will help with labor and equipment. We will have to pay for materials. NO 

ACTION. 

 

10. New Business 

 A. Review and Readopt Curfew Ordinance 

Cindy addressed the council and reminded them this is reviewed every three 

years. Chief Wells addressed the council and asked to change the ordinance. He 

stated that right now before a curfew valuation can be written they have to have 



one warning first. Chief would like to see the one warning taken out, because the 

Police Dept can't keep up with all the list of names that have warnings. Dale 

Lemon said he did not like that. I want the kids to have one warning.  Dale asked 

"isn't a warning a paper trail?"  Charlie Stevenson agreed that a warning is a paper 

trail. Chief Wells agreed also, but at 2 or 3am the Police Officer can't check with 

the county dispatch because they don't maintain the warning list. Lt. Chad Makara 

maintains them.  Charlie Stevenson reminded the council that amending the 

ordinance is not on the agenda tonight.  Dale Lemon made a motion to re-adopt 

the curfew ordinance. Ray Bailey seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Ray Bailey wants to address the warning issue at next months meeting. 

 

 B. Approve Joint Contract with Brazoria County for May 12, 2012 Elections 

Dale Lemon made a motion to approve the joint contract with Brazoria County 

for the May Election. James Wise seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

 C. Approve Ordinance to Call the Election for May 12, 2012 

Ray Bailey made a motion to approve the ordinance to call the May 12, 2012 

election. Dale Lemon seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

 D. Discuss Purchase of Tickets for Chamber Banquet 

Dale Lemon made a motion to purchase one table for 6 tickets to the Chamber 

Banquet at $30.00 each. James Wise seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

E. Variance to Allow Fireworks Display at Pride Day Weekend. 

Dale Lemon made a motion to allow a variance to allow fireworks on the 

weekend of May 5 and 6, 2012 for Pride Day. Ray Bailey seconded. All were in 

favor. Motion carried. 

 

11. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS_______DAY OF________________________2012. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Reatta Minshew, City Secretary 


