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A regular meeting of the City Council was held at City Hall on Tuesday, July 15, 2008.

1.  Call To Order
Mayor Weems called the meeting to order. Reminded Council and audience meetings are
conducted in strict compliance with Roberts Rule of Order.

2.    Roll Call
Council present: Mayor Pro-Tem Gary Coker, Thomas Lemon, Neal Bess Jr., Ray Bailey,
and Linda Diaz.

Also present: Tim Moss, City Manager; Charlie Stevenson, City Attorney, and Gary
Stroud, Chief of Police. Absent: Homer Toscano, Director of Public Works

3.  Invocation
Invocation was given by Charlie Stevenson

4.  Pledge of Allegiance
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

5. Presentations by Citizens -
Visitors: Al Lindley, Frank Lawrence, John Corder, Gloria Harrison, Mike Moerer,
Deana Markwardt, Tom Masters, Ruby Griggs, Eugene Griggs, Tim Webb, Lisa and Jim
Achten

John Corder – addressed the Council in regards to the Consumer Confidence Report; and
State requirements.

6.  Consent Items

A. Approval of Minutes - June 17, 2008
B.  Approval of Bills- $ 30,152.21
Ray Bailey questioned bills – Custom T-shirts (Tim Moss stated was for Public Works
hats, and shirts), Lowes (Tim Moss stated bill partially for new A/C units), Brazoria
Police Department ( Tim Moss stated for jail services), and Brazos Tractor (Tim Moss
stated for lawn mower repairs).
Neal Bess made a motion to accept the consent items.  Thomas Lemon seconded. All in
favor; motion carried.
 

7.  Public Hearings

A.  Consumer Confidence Report 
Tim Moss spoke about the Consumer Confidence Reports; each resident of Sweeny
should have received one.  This report tells citizens about the water quality in the City; it
is a requirement of the TCEQ.



Sweeny City Council Page 2 07-15-2008

8.  Fire Department Report
Tim Webb gave report.  Total calls 19.  MDA Fill the Boot raised over $3,100.00.  July
4  big hit; gave out over 800 hot dogs, watermelon, and assisted the Old Ocean Fireth

Department with the Fire Works Display.  Current roster 19.

9.  Old Business

A. Registration of Contractors Ordinance
Charlie Stevenson spoke about the ordinance. Discussion was made.  Neal Bess made a
motion to accept the ordinance as read; and have a one time fee of $15.00 per contractor
to register with the City.  Gary Coker seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

B. ADA Backyard Park
Tim Moss gave an update on repairs being done at Backyard Park.  No action taken.

C.  Fire Department Loan
We had three quotes: 2 from First National Bank (a secured loan at 4.5% monthly
payments of $611.99 total of 180 payments.  A unsecured loan at 5.0% monthly payments
of $632.63 total of 180 payments.), and 1 from Texas Gulf Bank (15 year note with 5 year
calls with 60 payments of $598.19 or 20 quarterly payments of $1,799.02 beginning rate
of 4.16% subject to change every 5 years). Discussion was made. Neal made a motion to
accept the bid from First National Bank - secured loan at 4.5% monthly payments of
$611.99 total of 180 payments.  Gary Coker seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

D.  Review Mobile  Home Ordinance #104-99
Neal Bess spoke; he would like to have mobile homes allowed within the city limits
based on lot size.  Discussion was made.  Neal Bess made a motion to change the
ordinance to allow mobile homes within the city limits based on lot size.  Motion died;
lack of second.

10.  New Business

A. Kennermer - Masters Audit
Tom Masters gave the audit report for the City.  Discussion was made. Gary Coker made
a motion to accept the Kennermer - Masters audit.  Ray Bailey seconded.  All in favor;
motion carried.

B. Request Variance for Fence at 202 Silverleaf / Jim Achten
No action taken.  Was referred to the Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustments.

C. Discuss Video- Taping Council Meetings / Neal Bess
Discussion was made in regards to video taping council meetings; and getting Sweeny
their own channel to do advertising. Gary Coker stated he was against video taping the
Council meetings.  Tim Moss will get more information for Council and have available at
next meeting.  Neal Bess made a motion to table until next Council meeting.  Gary Coker
seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.
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D.  Discuss Hiring Assistant Manager / Neal Bess
Council decided to wait until budget workshop.  Neal Bess made a motion to table until
budget workshop.  Ray Bailey seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

E.  Consider Building EOC / Neal Bess
Neal Bess spoke.  He would like to have an Emergency Operations Center West of the
Brazos located in Sweeny. He has spoken with State Representative Dennis Bonnen and
was told there was grant monies available.  Mr. Bess is requesting Council to allow the
Fire Department to proceed with the grant process.  Ray Bailey made a motion to allow
the Fire Department to proceed with the grant application.  Thomas Lemon seconded.  All
in favor; motion carried.

F. Consider Replacement for Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustments
We have two applicants : Bill Hatchett and Eugene Griggs.  Mr. Hatchett not present but
submitted a letter to Council.  Mr. Griggs present and spoke about himself.  Linda Diaz
made a motion appoint Eugene Griggs to the Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustments. 
Thomas Lemon seconded.  All in favor; motion passed.

11. Reports of Advisory Boards & Commissions
Mayor Weems reported: SEDC is requesting a letter from potential landowners that they
are willing to sell the property in question for an industrial park.  Tim Moss stated he has
spoke with potential landowners and should have more information in a couple of weeks.

12.  Mayor, Council and Staff Reports
Mayor Weems – None
Gary Coker – None
Thomas Lemon – Thanked citizens for input.
Neal Bess – Would like to see 8 acres off of fire field given to the Parks and Recreation
Board for a park.
Ray Bailey – None
Linda Diaz – None
Tim Moss – We are doing some rehab on some of the water and gas systems as well as
the backyard park.  Parks and Recreation Board submitted a preliminary copy of the by -
laws.  When they are ready they request to be on the agenda.
Chief Stroud – None
Homer Toscano – Absent

13. Announcements
Once the certified tax roll comes in, everyone will be contacted for next budget
workshop.

14.  Closed Executive Session in Accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Tex. Gov’t Code

 § 511.071, § 551.072 and  § 551.074. To Discuss:
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OPEN MEETING: 
 
15.   Discussion and action on any items discussed in Executive Session

16.   Adjournment 

Being no further business meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS _____ DAY OF ____________, 2008

           ____________________________
Reatta Minshew, City Secretary
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