
A regular meeting of the City Council was held at City Hall on June 19, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Kenneth Lott called the meeting to order. 

 

2. Roll Call 

Council present: Gary Coker, Dale Lemon, James Wise and Pat Moss. Ray Bailey was 

 absent. 

 

Others present: Cindy King, City Manager; Tim Wells, Police Chief; Charlie Stevenson, 

 City Attorney; Homer Toscano, Dir. of Public Works and Wendell Becker, Utilities 

 Superintendent. 

 

3. Invocation 

The invocation was given by Mayor Kenneth Lott. 

 

4. Pledge of Allegiance 

 Pledge was led by councilman Dale Lemon. 

 

5. Presentation of Citizens:  

A. Mayor Lott presented Linda Diaz a plaque for her two years of service on the City 

of Sweeny Council.  

B. Mayor Lott presented a proclamation honoring Coach Scott Carter and the 2012 

Sweeny High School Baseball Team for their winnings at the state game. Mayor 

Lott stated that they brought honor and prestige to our community and would like 

to extend congratulations and best wishes to Coach Scott Carter, Coach Will 

Mader, Coach Kevin Frankum and all the members of the 2012 Class 3A State 

Semi Finalist Sweeny Bulldog Baseball Team. Tyler Krebs, Kyle Kluttz, Wade 

Franklin, Corey Simpson, Michael Ferrel, Ross Nairn, Patrick Bentancure, Trevor 

Rowlett, Kaylor Chafin, Jordan Lamis, Taylor Robertson, Austin Boyd, Travis 

Johnson, Dylan Kaspar, Brendan Frankum, Josh Richers. Statisticians: Jordyn 

Smith, Jemma Bohlar, Morgan Vogt, Karli Milian and Bat Boy Braden King.  

Coach Carter presented the Mayor and Council with the official UIL Game 

Baseball signed by all the players.  

C. Donald and Judy Parker with Hometown Hero's Program spoke to council. It's a 

program to honor our Veterans with a banner. The Veteran can be in active duty 

or past service or the Veteran can be deceased and the banner will be "In Memory 

of". The Banner will have their picture and name, dates of service, rank and area 

of service for a fee of $200.00 each, which goes to help Veterans and their 

families. Mayor Lott asked to put this on next month’s agenda.  

 

Visitors: Al Lindley, Wayman Hutchings. Rachel Wells, Stassney Wells, Rodney Weems, Lee 

Vaughan, Dennis Mays, Scott Carter, Linda Diaz, Sandy Hammond, Russell Hammond, Brandi 

Martin, K.C. Martin, Wesley Sims, Agatha Sanchez, Claudia Garza, Neal Bess Jr. Brewster and 

Nancy Borg.  



 

 

6. Consent Items 

A. Approval of Minutes: May 15 and May 29, 2012 

Dale Lemon made a motion to approve the minutes of March 15 and May 29, 

2012. Gary Coker seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

B. Approval of Bills - $36,297.28 

Gary Coker made a motion to approve the bills in the amount of $36,297.28. Dale 

Lemon seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

7. Public Hearings 

 

8. Fire Department Report 

Tim Webb gave the report. Fill the boot is June 30, 3012.  

 

**At this time Mayor Lott asked if there was anyone else who was here to speak in the 

Presentation of Citizens.  Hearing none, Mayor Lott preceeded with the agenda.** 

 

9. Old Business 

A. Update on Water System  

Craig Kankel updated the council on the Water Wells, stating that J&S Water 

Well Service has completed the rehab work on Water Well #1. Water Well #2 did 

end up having some issues and we have plugged or abandoned it. Water Well #3 

needs some work on it as well, somewhere in the amount of $20,000,00 so we can 

get it back in tip top shape. Water Well #4, the rehab work is finished and it's back 

in service and producing 410 GPM and Water Well #1 is producing 185 GPM. 

We have a contract to drill Water Well #5 where Water Well #2 was.  

 

Craig presented a spread sheet on all the water well updates and rehabs needed to 

get our water back up to par. All total, it's about 2 million, that does include the 

engineer cost. 

 

1) Hackberry Street Water Tower Rehab, $143,000.00   

2) Peach Street Water Tower Rehab, $230,000.00  

3) The Water Softener Media Replacement, $33,100.00  

4) Iron and Manganese Filter System $$710,000.00 

5) Ground Storage Tank Replacement $372.000.00 

6) Ground Storage Tank Rehab $15,500.00 

7) Water Wells Inspections and Rehab.$147,000.00 

8) Construct new 8 Inch Water Well #5 $154,300.00 

9) Engineering Cost $25,000.00 

 

TOTAL COST:  $1,974,165.00 

  

 



10. New Business 

A. Resolution Authorizing Publication of Notice of Intention to Issue 

Certificates of Obligation in a Principal Amount not to Exceed $2,100,000.00 

and Authorizing Certain Other Matters Relating Thereto 

Cindy King addressed the council in regards to what the Cert. of Obligation would 

cover. We have $435,988.47 left from the 2011 CO, to spend on the ground 

storage tanks and the iron and manganese filter. This would bring our cost down. 

Cindy would also like to get all of our hydrants working and on a routine 

schedule. We could use some of the CO monies on that.  

 

Dale Lemon made a motion okay the bond, not to exceed $2,100,000.00 in a 15 

year term. James Wise seconded. Cindy stated we would have to raise taxes and 

utilities. She also stated we would get an exact amount for the Cert. of Obligation. 

 

A comment was made that Dale Lemon used the wrong wording in his motion.  

Dale Lemon made a motion to amend his previous motion. James Wise seconded. 

Dale Lemon made a motion to okay the Certificate of Obligation, not to exceed 

$2,100,000.00 in a 15-year term. James Wise seconded. All were in favor. Motion 

carried.  

 

B. Request to use Tower and Building Located on City Property at the end of 

Shari Lane/ Lee Vaughan 

Mr. Vaughan has a company in Bay City that provides wireless internet service. 

Mr. Vaughan noticed a tower and building at the end of Shari Lane that was 

abandoned. This tower and building is on City of Sweeny property. He would like 

to lease this tower and building from us, and maybe in the future purchase the 

property from us. The tower is an old Charter Cable tower. Mr. Vaughn has 

purchased huge amounts of bandwidth from Wind Stream Telephone and Cable 

Company.  

 

Dale Lemon made a motion to table for next month to get more information, legal 

information and get a contract together, like who would mow the property, 

amount of lease, etc.. Gary Coker seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

C. Change Name of Backyard Park to Sweeny Veterans Memorial Park / Al 

Lindley 

Al Lindley addressed the council, and would like to see the name of the "Backyard 

Park", changed to "The Veterans Memorial Park".  

 

Gary Coker made a motion to change the name from Back Yard Park to The 

Sweeny Veterans Memorial Park. Dale Lemon seconded.  He reminded everyone 

that Beautification had a big part in naming the park and out of respect to ask 

them to speak.  

 

 



Agatha Sanchez and Claudia Garza with Beautification were here to remind the 

council that there was a big contest to name the park back in the 90's, and that we 

have the iron archway and the stone entrance with the name "Back Yard Park" on 

it. It is there request for the park to stay "Back Yard Park". 

 

Mayor lot asked the council, "All in favor of the motion", none. "All opposed", all 

four were opposed, Gary Coker, Dale Lemon, James Wise and Pat Moss. Motion 

died.  

 

D. Approve Replacing Media for Water System 

Mayor Lott told the council we do have the funds to do this.  Dale Lemon asked if 

the city employees could do the labor. Wendell Becker said yes, they could.  Dale 

Lemon made a motion to approve replacing the Media for the Water System 

because we have the funds in the Water Softener Fund and to let the city 

employees do the labor. James Wise seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

E. Discuss $3.00 Sidewalk Fee on Utility Bills/ Ray Bailey 

Dale Lemon made a motion to table for next month. Gary Coker seconded. All 

were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

F. Discuss / Approve Time Frame for Residents on FM 1459 for Sewer Hook-up 

Mayor Lott addressed the council and said the sewer lines are all in and ready for 

the residents to hook-up to on FM 1459. Dale Lemon asked how much would it 

cost them. Cindy said $150.00 for a sewer tap, plus cost of sewer pipes for their 

house to the tap. Discussion was made if some were "grandfathered" and did not 

HAVE to hook-up. Dale Lemon made a motion to table for us to get more 

information. James Wise seconded. All were in favor.  

 

G. Discuss the R2B Requirements of the Zoning Ordinance / Dale Lemon  

Dale Lemon asked to see if we can change the requirements to require a two car 

garage on a house.  

 

After much discussion with Rodney Weems from the Planning and Zoning Board 

of Adjustments and Charlie Stevenson's council that this matter needs to go before 

the Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustments, Dale Lemon made a motion to 

refer this matter to Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustments. Pat Moss 

seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

H. Discuss / Approve Change In Electrical Rates  

Scott Puckett with Noble Americas contacted Cindy and made her aware of a new 

lower price he could offer the City of Sweeny with our electrical rates. This new 

lower price would extend the cities contract out to June 2015. We are currently 

paying $66.50 or .06650 per KWH. The new price would be $64.64 or 0.06464 

per KWH. Dale Lemon made a motion to approve the new lower rate and extend 

the contract to June, ‘15. James Wise seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  



 

I. Appoint Members for Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustments 

Dale Lemon made a motion to reappoint Danny Sheffield and Wayne Vinson. 

Gary Coker seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

J. Appoint Members for Parks Board 

Dale Lemon made a motion to re-appoint Devin Lemon. Gary Coker seconded. 

All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

K. Set Date for Budget Workshop 

James Wise made a motion to set the date for July 5, 2012 at 6 pm. Gary Coker 

seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

11. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 

 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS_______DAY OF________________________2012 

 

_________________________________ 

Reatta Minshew, City Secretary 


