
A regular meeting of the City Council was held at City Hall on March 20, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Call to Order 
Mayor Kenneth Lott called the meeting to order. 

 

2. Roll Call 
Council present: Gary Coker, Dale Lemon, Ray Bailey, James Wise and Linda Diaz. 

 

Others present: Cindy King, City Manager; Tim Wells, Chief of Police, Charlie 

Stevenson, City Attorney; Homer Toscano, Director of Public Works and Wendell 

Becker, Utilities Superintendent. 

 

3.  Invocation 

The invocation was given by Charlie Stevenson. 

 

4. Pledge of Allegiance 

  Pledge was led by Councilman James Wise. 

 

5. Presentation of Citizens: 

Pat Tumlinson at 105 E. 1st Street, Sweeny, Texas, addressed the council and said that if 

you allow the animal ordinance to stand as it is, you have eliminated all 4-H, FFA 

projects concerning animals and all businesses such as Littzler's Feed Store were baby 

chicks are sold. "Is this what you want?" asked Mr. Tumlinson. 

 

6. Consent Items 

A. Approval of Minutes: February 21, 2012 

Dale Lemon made a motion to approve the minutes of February 21, 2012.  James 

Wise seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

B. Approval of Bills - $26,265.09 

Dale Lemon made a motion to approve the bills in the amount of $26,265.09. 

Gary Coker seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

7. Public Hearings 

 None 

 

8. Fire Department Report 

 Tim Webb gave the report. 

 

9. Old Business 

 A. Update of Water Wells  

Cindy gave the update. As soon as we get the report on water well number one, 

we can go down and camera water well number two.  

 

 B. Surveillance Cameras 

Last month we cancelled with ESI to install surveillance cameras. Wayman 



Hutchings addressed the council and gave a proposal of a 16 channel 8 camera 

DVR system. It has internet accssess for remote viewing as well as an app to view 

on a smart phone. The system has 8 camera and night vision. Adaptability will 

even install it. When it's all installed we will show you how everything works and 

have a demonstration. They are all hard wired cameras.  Dale Lemon made a 

motion to approve this proposal from Mr. Hutchingson for $1,250 for each 

camera and $300 for installation. That would be $1,550 for each building (City 

Hall and Community Center) for a grand total of $3,100.00. Gary Coker 

seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

 C. Discuss / Approve Lots on Cedar and MLK for Hilcorp Park Agreement 

In 1984 we had an agreement between the City and Ammaco for two tracks of 

land. Cindy has not been able to find the handwritten agreement. The question at 

hand is "what is a track".  Cindy stated for the record the lots are Sweeny Block 

13, Lots 1-13 and Sweeny Block 35, Lots 1-9, that is deeded in Hilcorp's name.  

The City of Sweeny has been taking care of this property since 1984.  Dale 

Lemon made a motion to make a new agreement with the City of Sweeny and 

Hilcorp for these two properties. Linda Diaz seconded. All were in favor. Motion 

carried.  

 

 D. Discuss / Approve Amending Curfew Ordinance 

Last month Chief Wells was asking to change the curfew ordinance to remove the 

warning provision. He stated that there was no paper trail for the officers to know 

if the juvenile had a previous warning.  Dale Lemon stated he did not want to 

issue a ticket on the first offense of a juvenile being out past curfew. The City of 

West Columbia sends a certified copy of the warning to the parents of the 

juvenile.  Cindy stated we also sent a certified copy of the warning to the parents. 

Dale stated he did not want to change the ordinance if we also are sending a 

certified copy to the parents. Charlie Stevenson asked how many curfew 

violations do we get. Chief Wells replied not many at all. Gary Coker added that 

this is not a big issue then.  Dale Lemon made a motion to leave the curfew 

ordinance as written. James Wise seconded. Ray Bailey Opposed. Motion carried.  

 

10. New Business 

A. Discuss Previous Amendments and Codifications Corrections to Animal 

Ordinance 

Ray asked for this to be looked at again. The original animal ordinance was 

established in June 1987. It was codified in 2002.  It was amended in 2002. 

Charlie explained how codification works, where this company took all the 

animal ordinances and merged them into one ordinance for us and placed it into 

the "Code of Ordinances" containing all ordinances for the City of Sweeny. When 

we codified in 2002 we did not notice a portion of the animal ordinance was left 

out.  He just wanted to clarify what had happened. Dale Lemon said he would like 

to look at the fowl at large again.  Dale Lemon made a motion to revisit the 

animal ordinance on the "fowl at large" part.  James Wise seconded. All were in 

favor. Motion carried.  



 

 B. Approve to go out for bids for Debris Removal in a Natural Disaster  

Cindy addressed the council and said this is required each year. Dale Lemon made 

a motion to go out for bids for Debris Removal in Natural Disaster. Gary Coker 

seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.   

 

 C. Approve New Checking Account 

Dan Schaefer, our finance consultant, advised us to open a separate checking 

account to transfer all Tex-Pool accounts as Capital Projects into for better 

accounting records. Dale Lemon made a motion to approve the new checking 

account at the First State Bank. Gary Coker seconded. All were in favor. Motion 

carried. 

 

 D. Approve TDECU ATM at City Hall 

Dale Lemon made a motion to approve TDECU ATM machine at City Hall. Gary 

Coker seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried. Ray Bailey asked if this is 

free to us and Cindy replied that is was. Charlie asked if any money is changing 

hands and Cindy replied, no. It is a five year contract. 

 

 E. Proclamation: April as Fair Housing Month 

Dale Lemon made a motion to approve proclamation for April as Fair Housing 

Month. Ray Bailey seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

 F. Variance to allow Alcohol at Backyard Park for Pride Day Weekend 

Dale Lemon made a motion to give a variance to allow alcohol in the Backyard 

Park on the weekend of Pride Day in the BBQ Cook-Off area only. Ray Bailey 

seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

 G. Approve Closing City Hall for Pride Day on Friday May 4, 2012. 

Cindy addressed the council that every year the cook off teams start coming in on 

Friday and block off City Hall and the citizens can't get in because of all the 

trucks and trailers.  Gary Coker made a motion to approve closing City Hall for 

Pride Day's BBQ Cook-Off on Friday May 4, 2012. James Wise seconded. All 

were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

11. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS_______DAY OF________________________2012. 

 

_________________________________ 

Reatta Minshew, City Secretary 


