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A regular meeting of the City Council was held at City Hall on Tuesday, November15, 2005.

1.  CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Piper called the meeting to order.

2.  ROLL CALL

Council present: Mayor Larry Piper, Rita McMillan, Ken McConnell, Donna Bailey, Gary
Coker and Larry Borders.

Also present: Tim Moss, City Manager; Homer Toscano, Director of Public Works; Gary
Stroud, Police Chief; and Charlie Stevenson, City Attorney.

3.  INVOCATION

Invocation was given.

4.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Pledge of allegiance was recited.

5.  WELCOME OF VISITORS

Visitors present: Jim Albritton, Sue Netherly, Larry Odom, Carla Sebesta, Marcela 
Caballino.

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Donna Bailey  made a motion to approve the minutes as recorded. Gary Coker seconded
the motion.  All were in favor; motion carried.

7.  APPROVAL OF BILLS

Gary Coker  made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $51,833.61.  Donna Bailey
seconded the motion.  All were in favor; motion carried.

8.  FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Devin Lemon gave report, 15 calls for the month; 6 auto, 4 grass fires, 2 smoke calls, 1     
            false alarm, 1 life flight, 1 tractor fire.  Fire prevention class preformed at all daycare,        
            elementary, boy and girl scouts.  Jr. firefighters had a haunted house for Halloween.  
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9.  OLD BUSINESS

A.  Annexation

Discussion on FM 1459 annexation  to be held on Tues. November 29, 2005 7:00pm.

B. Planning and Zoning

Tim Moss reported he has been working on the ordinances.  He will get something            
  together and will have discussion again on Tues. November 29, 2005 7:00pm.

C.  Discussion Heavy Trash Pick up

Mayor Piper stated that they have had discussions regarding heavy trash, and people are
still putting out their heavy trash several days or weeks prior to pick up. Tim Moss 
reported that when there was a threat from the hurricane, people had heavy trash and etc.,
along roadside and in ditches, which could be dangerous if heavy winds came through.
Donna Bailey mentioned that something needs to stressed and enforced to the citizens.
Tim Moss brought up putting ads in papers, and giving citizens maps of when their trash
will be picked up.  Tim Moss advised that 72 hours prior to trash pick up would be a
feasible time limit to put out trash.  Donna Bailey suggested a new resident packet, with
trash pick up’s included.  Donna Bailey made a motion for Tim Moss to make an
educational program on heavy trash for the citizens.  Larry Borders seconded the motion. 
All were in favor; motion carried.

10.  NEW BUSINESS

A.  Brazoria County Appraisal District Nominations/ Resolution

Mayor Piper stated that Sweeny ISD has nominated Pete Reed, and suggested that City
Council vote the same.  Donna Bailey made motion that Pete Reed be nominated for
Brazoria Country Appraisal District.  Rita McMillan seconded the motion.  All were in
favor; motion carried.

B.  Judge Jerry Phillips – Move Jail Business to Brazoria / Drainage at 1100 Block     
               of Old Ocean Ave.

Judge Phillips reported that Brazoria Police Department has approached him, requesting    
           our jail business.  He stated that Brazoria’s jail is cleaner, and they will take our                  
           prisoners at anytime unlike West Columbia.  Brazoria will also keep our prisoners longer   
           than five days. Brazoria is $.50 per day more than West Columbia.  Donna Bailey               
           suggested to make sure that we were not in contract with West Columbia. Rita McMillan   
           made a motion to allow the police department and Judge to take prisoners to the Brazoria   
           Jail.  Larry Borders seconded.  All in favor; motion carried. 



Sweeny City Council Page 3 11-15-2005

Judge Phillips also stated he has been trying to get someone out to his house to help with
drainage, because he flooded three years ago. Requested City Council’s help to get a
drainage project started in the 1100 block of Old Ocean Ave.  Tim Moss stated that they
have projects all over town, and have been working in Judge’s neighborhood.   

C.  Discuss Sidewalk Project

Tim Moss presented an updated map from O’Malley Engineers.  Tim also reminded
council that we had added $3.00 per month to utility bills for sidewalk funds.  Tim
advised that there should be anywhere between $8,000.00 and $10,000.00 available.
Larry Borders suggested that we start sidewalks from Ashley Wilson down Elm  Street.
Tim Moss suggested to get with the Jr. High and replace the existing sidewalks there.
Larry Borders made a motion to continue phase three of the sidewalk projects, from 
Ashley Wilson, down Elm St.  Donna Bailey seconded. All in favor; motion carried.

D. Comprehensive Parks Plan

Carla Sebesta from Sebesta and Assoc. spoke regarding a city wide park plan.  Executive
summary included: plan looking at the city overall and focused on where the city is going.
Recommendations include: a community park for all residents of Sweeny, a park
committee to coordinate activities, maintenance, and fund-raising for parks. Carla also 
stated  we need to have more parks on the East side of town. According to the survey the
most chosen items were: swimming/ water park, group pavilion, golf/ driving range,      
walking trails, fishing area, community gardens, RV spaces, and ball fields.  As well as an 
 indoor area, games, exercise, or other groups. A good site for a community park would
be the old land fill area. Points and discussion were made regarding the flood plain, and
sloughs. Ms. Sebesta requested consideration of  plans from the Texas Parks and
Wildlife. Grant deadline is Jan. 31, 2006. Then, another grant deadline will be in July
2006.  Charlie  Stevenson read the resolutions in draft as Comprehensive Park Plans. 
Larry Borders made a motion to accept the resolutions enforcing and adopting the
Comprehensive Park Plans.  Donna Bailey seconded the motion.  All in favor; motion
carried.

E. Curfew Ordinance

Tim Moss stated it is time to review curfew ordinance to see if it working. Larry Borders   
stated that one change that needs to be made is that students that get out early, are not        
subject to breaking the curfew.  Charlie Stevenson agreed. Charlie Stevenson read the        
Curfew Ordinance.  Larry Borders made motion to accept the ordinance with changes as    
written.  Gary Coker seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.  Charlie Stevenson stated
that state law states that you should review Ordinances every 3 years, to see if still
needed.  Mr. Stevenson advised for a public hearing on the Ordinance be scheduled at
next agenda.
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11.  Mayor, Council and Staff Reports

Mayor Piper reported that he and Tim Moss met last week with the construction groups
on the drug store.  The group advised we should have ground breaking around first of
year.  There will also be retail space available. 
Larry Borders suggested that we give longevity awards.  He will do more research and
report back at next City Council meeting.

12. Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS ____ DAY OF _____________, 2005.

_____________________________
Reatta Minshew, City Secretary
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