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A regular meeting of the City Council was held at City Hall on Tuesday, October 16,  2007

1.  Call To Order
Mayor Piper called the meeting to order. Reminded Council and audience meetings are
conducted in strict compliance with Roberts Rule of Order.

2.  Invocation
Invocation was given by Charlie Stevenson

3.  Roll Call
Council present: Mayor Larry Piper, Gary Coker, Thomas Lemon, Neal Bess Jr., Rodney
Weems, and Linda Diaz.  

Also present: Tim Moss, City Manager; Charlie Stevenson, City Attorney; Homer
Toscano, Director of Public Works, and Gary Stroud, Chief of Police

4.  Pledge of Allegiance
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

5.  Presentations by Citizens -
Visitors: Frank Lawrence, Dicky Williams, Aprile Marze, Doug Isaacs, Tammy Isaacs,
Billy Holland, Rita McMillan, Tammy Nelson.

6.  Consent Items

A. Approval of Minutes - August 20, 2007, September 18, 2007 (9-18-07: New
Business - L. Should read Fiscal Fraud Policy Rodney Weems instead of Fiscal Fraud
Policy Rodney Bess Jr.) 
B.  Approval of Bills- $32,872.48
Neal Bess made motion to accept the consent items as corrected.  Gary Coker seconded. 
All in favor; motion carried.

7.  Public Hearings
None

8.  Fire Department Report
Devin Lemon gave report for Fire Department.  4 auto accidents, 2 life-flights, 1 gas leak,
1 car fire.  They have helped in the community by parking cars at football games, they
have a haunted house next weekend, and they have been doing fire prevention this week
with the elementary children.

 
9.  Old Business

A. Smoking Ban Ordinance/ Neal Bess Jr.
Neal Bess spoke again on the Smoking Ban Ordinance.  Neal Bess made a motion to
allow the City Attorney to make changes to the smoking ban Ordinance to suite our City’s
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needs.  And, bring back before Council to approve at next meeting.  Linda Diaz seconded. 
All in favor; motion carried.

B.  Appoint Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustments
Rodney Weems advised he would sit on the Board of Adjustments.  Mayor Piper
questioned if someone could set on the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Board
of Adjustments.  Rodney Weems stated he would step down from the Commission. 
Mayor Piper advised again to talk to people in town to see if they want to be a part of
Board of Adjustments.  Discussion was made to have the Commissioners step down from
their positions and become members of  the Board of Adjustments.  Rodney Weems will
speak with the other members of the Commission and see if they would like to sit on the
Board of Adjustments.  Thomas Lemon made a motion to table until November 20, 2007. 
Neal Bess seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

C. Fiscal Fraud Policy
Tim Moss stated there was one change to the Fiscal Fraud Policy; that our auditors
suggested.  The changed stated that if the City Secretary is the one that is suggested of
fraud, then it should be reported to the City Attorney. Rodney Weems made a motion to
accept the Fiscal Fraud Policy with the change suggested by the auditors.  Gary Coker
seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

D. Tax Resale Property at 203 MLK / Michelle Campbell
Discussion was made.  If we choose to give property owner a chance to pay back taxes; 
we should reject the offer by Michelle Campbell.  Neal Bess made a motion to reject the
offer by Michelle Campbell and give the owner the opportunity to pay the back taxes. 
Gary Coker seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

10.  New Business

A.  1106 Earley / Mark Roome
Tim Moss discussed the history of the property.  We are up to $11,000.00 in liens; and
our out of pocket is approximately $3,500.00. Tim Moss stated that Mark Roome would
like to purchase the property and build a new home.  Tim Moss suggested Mark Roome
would like to pay $3,500.00 (our out of pocket)  for the liens and work out the details
with the property owner. The lot appraised for $9,160.00.  Discussion made.  Gary Coker
made a motion to authorize Tim Moss to negotiate the dollar amount not less than
$3,547.00 for the property. Mark Roome would have to have a clear title and settle up
with the mortgage company, prior to the City releasing the lien. Neal Bess seconded.  All
in favor; motion carried.

B. Goods in Transit, Local Option to Tax / Robert Mott
Tim Moss spoke about the local option to tax.  Discussion made.  Rodney Weems made a
motion to opt out of the local option to tax.  Gary Coker seconded.  All in favor; motion
carried.
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C.  American Legal Publishing Ordinance
Charlie Stevenson read the Ordinance.  Neal Bess made a motion to accept the Ordinance
100-08.  Rodney Weems seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

D.  Drainage / Stevenson Slough
Tim Moss spoke on behalf of O’Malley Engineer’s. Representative from O’ Malley was
unable to attend.  There are a couple of options; one would be to just clear the property. 
The other is to dig and clean the property; if we were to choose this option we would
need a survey prior to doing any work. Discussion made. Neal Bess made a motion to
table drainage/ Stevenson Slough until November 20, 2007.  Gary Coker seconded.  All
in favor; motion carried.

E.  Joint Venture with Drainage District
Tim Moss spoke on behalf of the Drainage District. Tim Pike from the Drainage District
was unable to attend.  Discussion made. Neal Bess made a motion to table joint venture
with Drainage District until November 20, 2007.  Gary Coker seconded.  All in favor;
motion carried.
 
F.  Upgrade Software for Utility Billing
Tim Moss spoke.  As of December 31, 2008 we will no longer have support from our
utility software; because we are using a DOS program.  If we wait until then to purchase
it would be approximately $5,000.00. If we upgrade now they will waive our yearly
support fee of $880.00 and give discount; for a total of $2,500.00.  This amount is good
for November 11, 2007.  Neal Bess suggested we look into Quicken.  Discussion made.
Neal Bess made a motion to accept the upgrade software for utility billing.  Thomas
Lemon seconded.  All in favor; motion carried.

G. City Ordinance on Parked Cars / Billy Holland 
Billy Holland spoke about his business located on Second St.  Mr. Holland is an auto
repairman. He had several vehicles removed from his business under our Junk Car
Ordinance. Discussion made.  Neal Bess made a motion to table Ordinance 107-96 on
junk cars for further review until November 20, 2007.  Rodney Weems seconded.  All in
favor; motion carried.

11.  Reports of Advisory Boards & Commissions
None

12.  Mayor, Council and Staff Reports
Gary Coker – None
Thomas Lemon – None
Neal Bess – School Crosswalk Sixth and Sycamore; house on Sycamore heavy shrubs
cannot see around.  Agenda items for November: Video tape Council Meetings; sell of
“In Trust” property.
Mayor – Early Voting October 22, 2007 – November 2, 2007; 14 constitutional
amendments.
Rodney Weems – Cell phone do not call list 1-888-382-1222
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Linda Diaz – None
Tim Moss – Senior’s Building Open House October 26, 2007 9-2pm.  We a good report
from the Railroad Commission’s audit in September 2007.
Chief Stroud – None
Homer Toscano – None
Devin Lemon - November agenda - Request regulating business with occupancy permits.

13.  Announcements
None

14.  Closed Executive Session in Accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Tex. Gov’t Code

 § 511.071, § 551.072 and  § 551.074. To Discuss:

OPEN MEETING: 
 
15.   Discussion and action on any items discussed in Executive Session

16.   Adjournment 

Being no further business meeting adjourned at 8:56  PM

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS _____ DAY OF ____________, 2007

           ____________________________
Reatta Minshew, City Secretary
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